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The launching ceremony of “DKLS LINGUISTIC AMBASSADOR AWARD” Essay Competition was officiated by Y.B. Dato’

Seri DiRaja Dr. (Hon) Mahdzir Bin Khalid, Minister of Education Malaysia on 12 May 2016 at a leading hotel in Putrajaya. The

Minister was extremely impressed with DKLS’s CSR initiative of nation building dimension that not only served the educational

needs but also regarded as a rebranding initiative for Malaysia to regain her position in the forefront of “Nations of Distinction”.

The chosen theme for such CSR initiative was “Driving English Excellence in Malaysian Secondary Schools”. This programme

was dedicated to Form 4 and Form students aged between 16 to 19 years old. The strategic partners of this programme

consisted of Australian National University (ANU), ELS Centres Malaysia and ICT Learning Sdn Bhd The competition resources,

were conceptualised and developed by DKLS Foundation and its strategic partners respectively. The mode of delivery of the

competition resources would be predominantly online. To a greater extent, this programme would also complement the

implementation of Dual Language Programme (DLP) introduced by Ministry of Education recently.

The launching ceremony was attended by senior officials from Ministry of Education, captains of industry, distinguished

personalities from the education fraternity, Board of Directors DKLS Industries Berhad as well as DKLS Foundation Board and

Exco Members.

From (Right to Left) Guest of Honour Y.B. Minister of Education

(2nd), YBhg. Puan Sri Datin Aisha (1st), YBhg. Dato Ding Pei Chai

(3rd), Ms. Jan Drew (4th ) & Mr. Ding Poi Bor (5th)
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SPEECH BY CHAIRMAN DKLS INDUSTRIES BERHAD 

IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE LAUNCHING CEREMONY OF

“DKLS LINGUISTIC AMBASSADOR AWARD” ESSAY COMPETITION

ON 12 MAY 2016

On behalf of Board of Directors, DKLS Industries Berhad, and DKLS Foundation,

I take great pleasure to extend our warm welcome, to all of you to this launching ceremony.

First and foremost, please allow me to express, my heartfelt congratulations, to Yang

Berhormat, on your recent conferment of, Honourary Doctorate in Education, by Cyberjaya

University College of Medical Sciences.

The conferment reflects Yang Berhormat’s, great contributions in the field of education in Malaysia. We share the joy of your outstanding

achievement. Yang Berhormat, I would like to express, my profound gratitude to you, because you spare your precious time, from your busy

schedule to grace this ceremony. Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, the nation building initiative launching ceremony, that we are

witnessing this morning, is DKLS’s modest corporate social contribution.

In this context, I am truly touched, by the tremendous support we received, from Ministry of Education, and Australian High Commission, as

well as, our strategic partners, namely, Australian National University, ELS Language Centres, ICT Learning Sendirian Berhad, and JMD

CONSULTING LIMITED. As a Founder Member of DKLS Foundation, it is my pleasure to share with you an overview, on its establishment.

DKLS Foundation had its humble beginning, in 2001 in Sitiawan, Perak, through a collective funding pledge, by DKLS Board of Directors on

individual capacity.

Its establishment was, by no means a coincidence. Its inception was, in fact, properly envisioned, planned and organised, to benefit the local

community, particularly, the promotion of, academic excellence in secondary schools, in Manjung District and Perak State.

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, for your kind information, during the Foundation’s first 10 years operation period, that is

between 2001 and 2010, a total of 1,286 students, had benefited from DKLS Foundation. A testimony to this effect was reflected, in the 10-

Year Commemorative Book, titled “Ray of Hope”, published by DKLS Scholarship Foundation.

In 2010, the Foundation decided, to expand the horizon, of its Corporate Social Responsibility initiative. In early 2011, DKLS Foundation,

underwent re-organisation, DKLS Industries Berhad, as a responsible corporate citizen, committed to become, the financial sponsor of the

Foundation. Through such arrangement, DKLS Scholarship Foundation, became the Corporate Social Responsibility operation platform, of

DKLS Industries Berhad. This arrangement facilitated the Foundation, to pursue its new inspiration, in a more holistic approach.

Following this, a new initiative, of nation building dimension was mooted. “DKLS Linguistic Ambassador Award” Essay Competition, was

introduced in 2013 as a result. The agenda, on “Driving English Language Excellence”, in Malaysian secondary schools, is thought to be, a

very timely and motivating national initiative.

Chief among which are:

Firstly, it relates to our national interest. We must invest and nurture, future generations of Malaysia, with good command of English, to 

become versatile players, in the globalised world. 

Secondly, this CSR initiative complements, the Dual Language Programme or in short DLP, introduced by Ministry of Education recently.

Last but more significantly, to regain Malaysia’s position, in the forefront of, “Nations of Distinction”.

Thank you. All Glories to God.
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ON 12 MAY 2016

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen. I am extremely delighted to be here this afternoon

to attend this auspicious and meaningful ceremony.

First and foremost, I would like to thank Yang Berbahagia Dato’ Ding Pei Chai, Chairman DKLS

Industries Berhad, for his kind words. At the same time, I would like to echo the statement

made by him. “To regain Malaysia’s position in the forefront of Nations of Distinction” is the

most pressing national service that we as stake holders must engage. In essence, this is also

a great challenge to Ministry of Education. Let us take up the challenge collectively and

wholeheartedly.

“Driving English Language Excellence in Malaysian Secondary Schools” spearheaded by DKLS Foundation is indeed a nation building initiative. I must

congratulate DKLS Foundation as well as its strategic partners for engaging in such visionary nation building initiative.

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, I have been made to understand that the smart partners of this Corporate Social Responsibility Platform are

Australian National University, ELS Language Centres and ICT Learning Senderian Berhad. They have made a significant contribution towards serving the

national interest of Malaysia. By engaging with such an internationally renowned institution of higher learning in Canberra together with its strategic

partners, it is appropriate for me to state that DKLS Foundation is really setting a new benchmark towards “Driving English Language Excellence” in

Malaysian Secondary Schools.

In fact, I am extremely impressed and elevated by the profound support of Australia High Commission in Malaysia, Australian National University and Office

of Study-Canberra towards driving the realisation of such noble Corporate Social Responsibility initiative.

DKLS Foundation has chosen the right target student group to introduce this programme; that is dedicated to Form 4 and Form 5 students of Malaysian

Secondary Schools. I must say that DKLS has painstakingly developed the learning resources together with its strategic partners to fulfill their learning

needs of the target group. DKLS and its strategic partners are exemplary corporate citizens committed to create a better world for future generations of

Malaysia.

The Corporate Social Responsibility initiative brought about by DKLS Foundation is introduced at the most opportune time. Certainly, in terms of English

Language learning resources, the online learning modules developed under “DKLS Linguistic Ambassador Award” Essay Competition, will enhance all

schools in Malaysia and even support the “Dual Language Programme” schools or DLP schools introduced by Ministry of Education announced under

Budget 2016.



Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, for your kind information, under the DLP, more than 150 secondary schools have been shortlisted by

Ministry of Education to embark on this programme. I consider these shortlisted schools as DLP-Pilot Schools. As a yardstick in ascertaining their level

of performance in English, I am sure you do agree with me that from the national interest perspective, it serves a great purpose for us to establish the

strategic linkage between DLP – Pilot Schools and “DKLS Linguistic Ambassador Award” Programme.

The justification is simple. Since DKLS Foundation and its strategic partners have done the research and invested in developing the online learning

modules, DLP Pilot Schools could well capitalise on the strategic advantage of “DKLS Linguistic Ambassador Award” resources to enhance the success

of DLP implementation.

In this context, it is most appropriate for me to propose that starting from this year, all DLP Pilot Secondary Schools are to participate in “DKLS

Linguistic Ambassador Award” Essay Competition. With the success story achieved for 2016, Ministry of Education will then expand further DLP Pilot

School List, may be by two (2) folds annually.

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, today’s event is a manifestation of how the private initiatives of DKLS and its strategic partners could be 

intellectually harnessed to complement Ministry of Education’s efforts towards enhancing the standard of English in Malaysian Secondary Schools.

In essence, what we are witnessing here today is the social contributions and commitments by institutions of distinction in pursuing a noble national 

aspiration on a global platform, a foresight DKLS has envisioned 20 years ago.

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, please allow me to share my perspective with you that “Driving English Language Excellence” spearheaded 

by DKLS is more than fulfilling the objective of uplifting the standard of English in Malaysian Secondary Schools.  In its true sense, this programme not 

only serves the educational needs, but also acts as a rebranding initiative for Malaysia. It is aimed at regaining Malaysia’s position in the forefront of 

“Nations of Distinction” in the global village, as mentioned earlier  by Yang Berbahagia Dato’ Ding Pei Chai.

It is worthy to note that Malaysia was at the forefront of “Nations of Distinction” League some five decades ago. With the unwavering support from all of 

you, I am confident that Malaysia can do it again through the efforts of Ministry of Education Malaysia and the complementary initiatives of Corporate 

Social Responsibility platform.

In this context, we must dedicate our time and resources to engage in promoting linguistic excellence. At the current pace of globalisation, Linguistic 

excellence must not be confined to the national language alone. To develop future generations of Malaysians who are versatile and capable to excel in 

the globalised world, we must maintain our focus and live up to the Malaysian realities.  Let us:

ACCEPT;“Bahasa Malaysia as the Language of Unity;

MASTER;“English, the Language of Opportunity” 

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, as mentioned by Dato’ Ding earlier, DKLS Foundation is the operational platform of DKLS Industries Berhad

in exercising Corporate Social Responsibility initiatives. I have been advised that DKLS Industries Berhad was founded by a group of successful 

entrepreneurs originated from Sitiawan which is a vibrant township in Manjung District.  



In line with DKLS’s corporate philosophy to share their success with the less fortunate, they committed a noble decision by returning a fair share of

their blessings to the society particularly in Manjung District. In 2001, they established DKLS Foundation.

Initially, DKLS Foundation was engaged in activities that are complementary to the Government’s efforts in driving academic excellence in Manjung

District Secondary Schools. In 2011, DKLS Foundation expanded its horizon of Corporate Social Responsibility initiative to Perak State. In 2013, DKLS

Foundation started engaging in Initiatives of Nation Building Dimension.

In this context, I would like to register my highest appreciation to DKLS Foundation for its contribution in raising the benchmark of scholastic

excellence in Manjung District for the last fifteen (15) years.

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, certainly DKLS Foundation’s engagement in “Driving English Excellence in Malaysian Secondary

Schools” is a distinctive nation building initiative. Ministry of Education highly appreciates such contribution because it complements the Ministry’s

Dual Language Programme. Through effective collaboration with Ministry of Education, “DKLS Linguistic Ambassador Award” Programme is set to

become a motivating force in encouraging the target student group to elevate their command of English. If we remain focus, I am confident that it is a

matter of time that Malaysia will regain its position in the forefront of “Nations of Distinction”.

Well Done DKLS. Thank you.
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PRESENTATION OF MEMENTO



From (Right to Left) Mr. Ding Poi Bor MD DKLS Industries

Berhad (4th) Presenting a Memento to Y.B. Minister of

Education. Witnessed by YBhg. Dato’ Ding Pei Chai (3rd)

Chairman DKLS Industries Berhad, Ybhg Puan Sri Datin

Aisha (1st) and Ms. Jan Drew (5th), MD JMD Consulting Ltd,

Representing Australian National University.

From (Right to Left) Presentation of Memento by YBhg Puan Sri

Datin Aisha (1st) to Y.B Minister of Education (2nd), witnessed by Mr.

Ding Poi Bor (3rd)

From (Right to Left) Presentation of Memento by Mrs. Sam (6th),

ED DKLS Industries Berhad to Ms. Jan Drew (4th), witnessed by

Y.B. Minister of Education (2nd), YBhg. Puan Sri Datin Aisha (1st),

YBhg. Dato Ding Pei Chai (3rd) and Mr. Ding Poi Bor (5th)
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MEMORY OF A LIFE TIME



From (Right to Left) Y.B. Minister of Education Group Photo with DKLS Industries Berhad Board Members. Mr. …………………..(1st), Ir. Sam

Tuck Wah (2nd), Ybhg. Dato’ Ding Pei Chai (3rd), Y.B. Dato’ Seri DiRaja Dr. (Hon) Mahdzir Bin Khalid (4th) Minister of Education, Mr. Ding Poi

Bor (5th), Ms. Sam (6th), YBhg. Dato’ Seri Haji Omar Bin Haji Ahmad (7th) & Mr……………………(8th)



From (Right to Left) Y.B. Minister of Education Group Photo with

DKLS Foundation Board & Exco Members. Cdr (Retd) Poon Wee

Ching (1st), Dr. Teh Bing Le (2nd), Ir. Sam Tuck Wah (3rd), YBhg.

Dato’ Ding Pei Chai (4th), Y.B. Dato’ Seri DiRaja Dr. (Hon) Mahdzir

Bin Khalid (5th), Mr. Ding Poi Bor (6th), Ms. Sam (7th) & Mr. Tor

Siong Kang (8th).

From (Right to Left) Y.B. Minister of Education Group Photo with

DKLS Foundation Board & Exco Members. YBhg. Puan Sri Datin

Aisha (1st), YBhg. Dato’ Ding Pei Chai (2nd), Y.B. Dato’ Seri

DiRaja Dr. (Hon) Mahdzir Bin Khalid (3rd), Mr. Ding Poi Bor (4th),

Ms. Jan Drew (5th) & Ms. Sam (8th)


